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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-10&12-13 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding claim 1 , the invention relates a broadcast program recording 
apparatus using an EPG (Electronic Program Guide), including a broadcast program 
recording apparatus which is capable of detecting a time at which a broadcast program 
which is being recorded is changed in order to enter a new broadcast program. 

The closest references Shiga et al (US 6,005,562) disclose techniques for 
transmitting and receiving electronic program guide (EPG) data, including a technique 
which permits a user to view, readily understand and select a desired one of several 
programs, such as television programs, that presently are being transmitted and that will 
be transmitted to the user's receiving apparatus, and Henmi et al (US 5,390,027) teach 
a television program recording and reproducing system for recording a television 
program on a magnetic tape based on television program data from a text broadcast 
signal, including a system which is arranged to make the contents of recorded programs 
readily available by displaying a list thereof and to reproduce a desired program from its 
beginning by selecting the desired program from the list of recorded programs. 



Application/Control Number: 09/558.899 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2616 

However Shiga et al and Henmi et al fail to explicitly disclose a broadcast 
program recording apparatus using EPG data, where the apparatus further comprises 
wherein the controller compares the current time with the broadcast program start time, 
outputs a match signal in response to substantial coincidence of time between the 
current time and the broadcast program start time, and enters a new desired broadcast 
program into the recording management information when the match signal is output so 
that the new desired broadcast program is reserved and is automatically entered into 
the recording management information even when the controller is already managing 
recording of the current broadcast program, the controller reserving and automatically 
entering the new desired broadcast program into the recording management information 
using the decoded EPG data. 

Regarding claim 8, the invention relates a broadcast program recording 
apparatus using an EPG (Electronic Program Guide), including a broadcast program 
recording apparatus which is capable of detecting a time at which a broadcast program 
which is being recorded is changed in order to enter a new broadcast program. 

The closest references Shiga et al (US 6,005,562) disclose techniques for 
transmitting and receiving electronic program guide (EPG) data, including a technique 
which permits a user to view, readily understand and select a desired one of several 
programs, such as television programs, that presently are being transmitted and that will 
be transmitted to the user's receiving apparatus, and Henmi et al (US 5.390,027) teach 
a television program recording and reproducing system for recording a television 
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program on a magnetic tape based on television program data from a text broadcast 
signal, including a system which is arranged to make the contents of recorded programs 
readily available by displaying a list thereof and to reproduce a desired program from its 
beginning by selecting the desired program from the list of recorded programs. 

However Shiga et al and Henmi et al fail to explicitly disclose a broadcast 
program recording method using EPG data, where the method further comprises 
comparing the current time with the broadcast program start time, outputting a match 
signal in response to substantial coincidence of time between the current time and the 
broadcast program start time, entering a new desired broadcast program into the 
recording management information when the match signal is output so that the new 
desired broadcast program is reserved and is automatically entered into the recording 
management information even when the recording of the current broadcast program is 
in progress, wherein the decoded EPG data is used to reserve and automatically enter 
the new desired broadcast program into the recording management information. 

Regarding claim 12, the invention relates a broadcast program recording 
apparatus using an EPG (Electronic Program Guide), including a broadcast program 
recording apparatus which is capable of detecting a time at which a broadcast program 
which is being recorded is changed in order to enter a new broadcast program. 

The closest references Shiga et al (US 6.005,562) disclose techniques for 
transmitting and receiving electronic program guide (EPG) data, including a technique 
which permits a user to view, readily understand and select a desired one of several 
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programs, such as television programs, that presently are being transmitted and that will 
be transmitted to the user's receiving apparatus, and Henmi et al (US 5.390.027) teach 
a television program recording and reproducing system for recording a television 
program on a magnetic tape based on television program data from a text broadcast 
signal, including a system which is arranged to make the contents of recorded programs 
readily available by displaying a list thereof and to reproduce a desired program from its 
beginning by selecting the desired program from the list of recorded programs. 

However Shiga et al and Henmi et al fail to explicitly disclose a broadcast 
program recording system using EPG data, where the system comprises means for 
comparing the current time with the broadcast program start time, means for outputting 
a match signal in response to substantial coincidence of time between the current time 
and the broadcast program start time, means for entering a new desired broadcast 
program into the recording management information when the match signal is output so 
that the new desired broadcast program is reserved and is automatically entered into 
the recording management information even when the recording of the current 
broadcast program is in progress, wherein the decoded EPG data is used to reserve 
and automatically enter the new desired broadcast program into the recording 
management information. 

Regarding claim 13. the invention relates a broadcast program recording 
apparatus using an EPG (Electronic Program Guide), including a broadcast program 
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recording apparatus which is capable of detecting a time at which a broadcast program 
which is being recorded is changed in order to enter a new broadcast program. 

The closest references Shiga et al (US 6,005,562) disclose techniques for 
transmitting and receiving electronic program guide (EPG) data, including a technique 
which permits a user to view, readily understand and select a desired one of several 
programs, such as television programs, that presently are being transmitted and that will 
be transmitted to the user^s receiving apparatus, and Henmi et al (US 5,390,027) teach 
a television program recording and reproducing system for recording a television 
program on a magnetic tape based on television program data from a text broadcast 
signal, including a system which is arranged to make the contents of recorded programs 
readily available by displaying a list thereof and to reproduce a desired program from its 
beginning by selecting the desired program from the list of recorded programs. 

However Shiga et al and Henmi et al fail to explicitly disclose a broadcast 
program recording system using EPG data, where the system further comprises means 
for comparing the current time with the broadcast program start time, means for 
outputting a match signal in response to substantial coincidence of time between the 
current time and the broadcast program start time, means for entering a new desired 
broadcast program into the recording management information when the match signal is 
output so that the new desired broadcast program is reserved and is automatically 
entered into the recording management information even when the recording of the 
current broadcast program is in progress, wherein the decoded EPG data is used to 
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reserve and automatically enter the new desired broadcast program into the recording 
management information. 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Onuaku whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7379. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 
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